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A Perspective from Fr. Stuart Swann
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One of my highlights each week is the time spent with teachers and students at our bounding Day
School. Usually, it's Tuesday mornings when the Day School community expects me to arrive in
the classrooms and playground. We have short talks about things that are on young kids’ minds ...
new shoes, “boo-boos”, pets, new lessons in the classroom, learning to share on the playground ...
and so much more! | try my best to find an entrance to speak of the love and wonders of God and "
the blessings of Jesus in our lives. It's always a challenge in the midst of active little minds and #"# Sl
their energized, fidgety bodies. Still, | try, and they mercifully humor “Fr. Swann” with smiles and
laughs. 1 $

Frequently, | find items that mysteriously land on the
“wrong side” of the playground fence (just as items
mysteriously land on the roof!). This week, | came
across a few pieces of folded paper and some rene-
gade kick-balls. | unfolded the papers and found one
that really caught my attention. It was a work of art,
unsigned, but powerful in its effect! One can read
many things into this array of hearts.
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“Charisma’s Hearts” by Charisma Andrews, daugh-
ter of day school teacher, Minerva Andrews.

| 6- #2
When | showed the unidentified work of art to the kids in the classroom they quickly recognized it I/ ( e ':#* | )
as that of Charisma Andrews, daughter of Day School teacher, Minerva Andrews. | have met 1 "6 %"
Charisma and she fits her name well — “charisma”, Greek for “gift” or 3113 %3 1%
“spiritual grace”. | call her drawing, “Charisma’s Hearts.”
#_ #3
g
One of the greatest joys in working with young people is their freedom of
expression and freshness of perspective. | don’t know if Charisma
meant for her hearts to get away and to land on the “wrong side” of the 4 N ol -

A1
fence; but, isn’t that the way of Christ ... for our hearts to find their way # 7 7 ! | # #* !

beyond barriers and into new places, there to be found by others whose % & I
lives are touched and changed? As always, we have so much to learn b 64# #2
. from our children and youth. Moving forward in mission, let us seek dili- I+ %]

gently to find ways to support them in their journey of life and faith. o #°8 # T #
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(Photo) Charisma Andrews (left) A< -
with Alexandra Wallace, Sept 21, 2010

Thank you, Charisma, for your spiritual gift!




5 Pat Anderson

19 EdReed

20 Bea Mitchell

21  Bob Jones

22 Bob Sinclair

24 Shirley Knox
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1 Pat & Bob
Anderson
4  Glenda Rice &
Ed Reed
16 Sally & Dick
DeRosa
20 Bobbie & Bill
MacMinn
23 Brooke & Joel
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From the Senior Warden—Glenda Rice

Wow! What a month of activity and as | type it is only the 21 day of the month (October)! We hosted a
great crowd at the Blessing of the Animals, the Diocesan Convention was the second weekend of October,
the Altar Guild had an informative workshop, the ECW gave the church an extremely generous cash dona-
tion, we welcomed Deacon Jim and his wife Anne to our congregation at the 10:30 service on the 17",
several attending a wonderful open house at St. Dunstan’s, Triangles, St. Cecelia’s, Care Team, ECW,
stewardship kickoff and the list goes on.

This year’'s convention was a fantastic experience. On Friday, six from St. Alban’s, three from St. Dun-
stan’s and Fr. Stuart attended a variety of workshop’s ranging from insurance to outreach to real men eat-
ing quiche. Friday evening, the attendees from both churches gathered for social time followed by break-
ing bread and fish together. Saturday we entered the convention hall to find our table. What an awesome
site! In celebration of our shared ministry, the diocese had placed two abutting tables with St. Dunstan’s
name plate and St. Alban’s name plate on them to symbolize our communion! It truly brought home in a
visual way the shared ministry of our two churches. In the Bishop’s address, Bishop Smith talked about
St. Dunstan’s not being at convention last year and gave thanks that they were in attendance this year and
recognized each of their delegates and Fr. Stuart by name. The entire hall came to their feet in applause
to show their support for the “little group that could”. He further stated, “I would be remiss if | did not also
thank the congregation of St. Alban’s in St. Pete Beach for their partnership with St. Dunstan’s in this re-
covery. The congregations, within the framework of the diocese, work together to be the people of God'’s
mission.” My heart was full as the people of St. Dunstan’s stood up and applauded all of you and your
support for the ministry in Christ that we share. To read the full context of the Bishop’s address, go to
www.episcopalswil.org.

Delegates from
St. Alban’s &
St. Dunstan’s voting at

ST. ALBAN

ol LARSONE = Diocesan Convention.

Thank you to all of you who have stepped up and filled the rather large shoes of our Parish Administrator,
Beth Gordon, during her recent surgery and recovery period. While you may have seen her smiling face
around the church, she is not yet back to full speed so please note that the office will not be business as
usual for a few more weeks. Please continue to call Fr. Stuart, me or any other vestry member should you
need assistance.

Lastly or rather foremost, STEWARDSHIP! One of Fr. Stuart's many gifts is an eye for capturing the per-
fect picture as you can see from the beautiful fountain located in our own Garden of the Resurrection found
on your stewardship information. Just as he has shared his photography gift with us, | hope you will look
at your heart and find out how you will honor God with the gifts he has shared with you. “Come thou fount
of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace! Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loud-
est praise.” What is our song of LOUDEST PRAISE? As the song goes each line gives us a reminder that
we have been given blessings and mercy and reminds us to rejoice in them. Please search your heart,
count your blessings, be grateful for the mercy God has provided and give thanks and praise.
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Ingathering Sunday, November 21

30 DAYS OF BLESSINGS

12 #!

We look forward to “Christ the King Sunday” as the date for our Ingathering of Pledges. Join
your church family for a joyous celebration in Sunday services, followed by a delicious Thanksgiv-

ing potluck dinner in the parish hall, immediately following the later service.

DID SOMEONE SAY, “POTLUCK!?  You bet’cha!
Turkeys and beverages provided by St. Alban’s
(a love offering will help offset expenses).
Parish members bring a holiday side dish to share.
Guests just come and enjoy the fellowship!

Thank you, ECW, for a qift of abundant kindness!

We are grateful for the ministry of The Episcopal Churchwomen led by Jane Gaugh, Acting Presi-
dent, Jane Hall, Treasurer, Nancy Waits, Attic Shoppe Manager and the entire Board and team.

They continually provide strength and resources through their dedicated service.

In October, the ECW made a generous $5,000 gift to St. Alban’s general fund, in addition to their
monthly support of $1,110.00. All of us realize the benefit of our hardworking thrift shop volunteers
who make this possible. Thank you, thank you! Watch for a special article on The ECW thrift shop

ministry in the December edition of The Good News.

Be sure to sign up for the Fall Meeting and Salad Luncheon, Saturday, November

6, 11:30am in

the Parish Hall. Fr. Swann will be the keynote speaker. The Women of St. Dunstan’s will join us!
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